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Тurkic Weekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  

in the Turkic world. Тurkic Weekly provides timely information and an objective 

assessment on  relevant issues in the agenda of Turkic countries.  

 

Тurkic Weekly is a weekly information and analytical digest, published by the 

International Turkic Academy. 
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KAZAKHSTAN AND UZBEKISTAN BECOME CLOSER 
During the reporting period, the second meeting of Presidents of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 

took place. In particular, Nursultan Nazarbayev met with Shavkat Mirziyoyev during the working 

visit of the President of Uzbekistan to Kazakhstan. 

Press service of Akorda informs that at the meeting issues of implementation of agreements 

reached between two countries during the state visit of the Uzbek leader in March of this year 

were discussed. 

The Kazakh leader noted that since the previous meeting there has been an increase in business 

activity between two countries. Thus, in particular, "there is an increase in the level of business 

relations in various sectors of the economy in the first quarter of this year. Transport and logistics, 

auto industry, as well as regional cooperation should be noted. The trade turnover for the first 

three months of 2017 increased by 37%," N.Nazarbayev announced in his speech. 

In turn, Uzbek leader Sh. Mirziyoyev drew attention to the fact that the intensity of bilateral 

meetings directly affects the effectiveness of interstate relations. 

It is noteworthy that after the March meeting many issues of a bilateral and multilateral nature 

began to be resolved more quickly. For example, within the framework of the current meeting 

Sh. Mirziyoyev thanked the Kazakh side for the assistance in the matter of oil transportation from 

Russia. 

During the meeting, heads of two countries also visited a number of facilities in the South 

Kazakhstan region. In particular, the media reported that presidents of Kazakhstan and 

Uzbekistan visited Caspian Food LLP, where information on the activities of the company in the 

field of viticulture and winemaking was presented. 

In general, Kazakh-Uzbek ties are moving to a new, higher level, when the leaders of two 

countries regularly meet and compare notes. This informal mechanism of personal meetings and 

negotiations gives an opportunity to react quickly to emerging difficulties. By the way, the 

Kazakh-Uzbek format of cooperation, according to many experts, provides an impetus for 

improving the overall climate of relations between countries of the region. And relations between 

Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan are becoming exemplary, what has a positive impact on both bilateral 

cooperation and the regional situation. 
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JAPAN RAISES INTEREST IN CENTRAL ASIA 
Central Asia remains in the focus of attention of world and regional powers. Thus, during the 

reporting period, the sixth meeting of foreign ministers of Central Asia and Japan was held in 

Ashgabat. The development of measures to use the potential for further expansion of mutual 

trade and investment was one of the main topics of the meeting. 

According to the Turkmen news agency, Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kisida and his 

colleagues Kairat Abdrakhmanov from Kazakhstan, Erlan Abdyldaev from Kyrgyzstan, 

Sirodzhiddin Aslov from Tajikistan, Abdulaziz Komilov from Uzbekistan and Rashid Meredov 

from Turkmenistan took part in the event. 

The foreign ministers of countries of Central Asia and Japan have adopted the document which 

states that the military-political situation in Afghanistan remains complicated and they express 

the intention to continue supporting the government and people of Afghanistan in their efforts 

aimed at establishing a political stability and ensuring sustainable socio-economic development 

of the country.  

As experts note, Japan shows increased interest in the region. Against the background of the 

activities of China and other extra-regional actors, Tokyo is also trying to find points of mutually 

beneficial cooperation. One of the urgent issues for multilateral cooperation was the task of 

combating unconventional security threats. In particular, the above mentioned document 

underlines "the need to take appropriate measures to combat drug trafficking from Afghanistan, 

and the growing threat of the use of new psychoactive substances in addition to traditional 

types of drugs, including opiates, which serve as a source of financing for terrorism." In this 

regard, it is reported that Japan already allocates assistance in training the staff of anti-drug 

agencies in the region on a regular basis. 

At the same time, the mutual trade between countries of Central Asia and Japan, as well as the 

development of transport potential are still important issues. So, during the meeting, interest in 

using Japanese technologies and experience in the analysis of problems and exploring the 

potential of the transport and logistics sector of the region was expressed. In this case, the role 

of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) was particularly noted. 
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THE 4TH ROUND OF THE ASTANA PROCESS WAS COMPLETED 
On 3-4

th
 of May this year, the 4th round of negotiations on Syria with the participation of all 

conflicting parties, as well as interested external players took place in the capital of Kazakhstan. 

Representatives of the official Damascus and the armed opposition of the Arab Republic, as well as 

delegations from Russia, Iran, the US and Turkey attended the meeting. Also the UN special envoy for 

Syria, Staffan de Mistura, arrived in the capital of Kazakhstan. 

It should be noted that although this event was planned earlier, this format of the meeting in the 

current situation was urgent. This is due to the fact that in the last month the situation in Syria was 

characterized by a sharp aggravation. The chemical attack in Khan Shaykhun was followed by the 

United States rocket attacks on the Shayrat airfield. Under these conditions, the situation both in Syria 

and around it has become as tense as possible. Mutual accusations of government troops and the 

Syrian opposition, as well as the willingness of external players to take action, have seriously 

worsened the general atmosphere not only in the Middle East, but in the world as a whole. In this 

situation, it was almost impossible to organize another round of talks in Astana. Nevertheless, by 

common diplomatic efforts, in particular of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, it was 

possible to gather again all the participants in the Syrian conflict, including the Syrian armed 

opposition, and all interested external actors around the negotiating table. 

An impressive list of participants shows that the parties today particularly need an effective 

negotiation platform, which became Astana. Here, each of the parties has the opportunity to voice 

their positions and to constructively discuss ways out of the current crisis situation. In the same 

context, it is worth noting that during discussions of the Syrian issue in Astana, the United States has 

raised the status of its representative for the first time. 

As a result, the fourth round of negotiations ended with a breakthrough and the adoption of a specific 

document capable of opening the way to peace in Syria in the future. In particular, in the presence of 

the special envoy of the UN Secretary-General Staffan de Mistura, observers from the United States 

and Jordan, the delegation of official Damascus and part of the armed opposition, the countries-

guarantors of the truce (Russia, Iran and Turkey) signed a memorandum on the creation of zones of 

de-escalation in the Arab republic. De-escalation zones will be established in four districts. This are 

Idlib province and parts of the neighboring districts to the north of Homs (Latakia, Hama and Aleppo 

provinces), East Guta and a number of provinces of Southern Syria (Daraa and Quneitra). 

In general, as the experts note, the Astana meeting once again fulfilled its mission: it gathered all the 

parties at the negotiating table and gave an opportunity to express their positions and to find common 

ground. 
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KAZAKHSTAN CELEBRATES TWO HOLIDAYS 

On 1st of May, Kazakhstan celebrated one of the most kind and bright holidays - the Day 

of Unity of People of Kazakhstan. It is a holiday of friendship, understanding and 

harmony, which are so necessary for a peaceful life in the country. The holiday has been 

celebrated since 1996 according to the Decree of the President of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev. This holiday has become one of the most beloved for 

Kazakhstan, which is home to representatives of more than 100 nationalities. It aims to 

bring representatives of different ethnic groups of Kazakhstan closer. 

As is known, the big family of Kazakhstan includes Kazakhs, Uzbeks, Azeris, Turks, 

Russians, Ukrainians, Germans, Koreans, Uighurs, Kyrgyz, Jews, Armenians, Georgians and 

many others. Each of these peoples is unique, but together in Kazakhstan they are one 

friendly people. And this is the meaning of the 1st May holiday. On this day festive events 

were held in all regions of the Republic. 

According to Nursultan Nazarbayev, "Day of Unity of People of Kazakhstan is a holiday of 

Kazakhstan's patriotism, devotion to our country, people, and selfless love for the land of 

fathers". 

On 1st of May, festive events, concerts, folk festivals took place in all regions of the 

country. In Astana the main event dedicated to the celebration of the Day of Unity of 

People of Kazakhstan was held on the square at the Kazakh Eli monument. Theatrical 

action was organized on the open ground, in which creative collectives of national and 

cultural associations, artists of the State Academic Philharmonic of Astana, choreographic 

groups, as well as Kazakh pop stars took part. 

At the same time, on 7th of May, the day of the Kazakh army (Defender of the Fatherland 

Day) is celebrated. It became a tradition to hold a military parade on this day in 

Kazakhstan. This year, a large-scale parade was organized on the "Kazakh Eli" square.  

As is known, the Kazakhstani army was formed on the basis of the formations of the USSR 

Armed Forces stationed on the territory of the Kazakh USSR by the Decree of the Head of 

State on May 7, 1992. During the years of Independence, the Armed Forces of Kazakhstan 

have acquired a new modern look. 
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RESULTS OF MEETING OF V.PUTIN AND A.MERKEL 

During the reporting period, negotiations between the leaders of Russia and Germany 

were held in Sochi. Vladimir Putin and Angela Merkel paid high priority to the 

international agenda. 

As the experts note, A. Merkel's visit to Russia became part of the marathon, which 

includes trips to Brussels and Saudi Arabia. 

So, the situation around Ukraine was the main topic during the Russian-German 

negotiations. The sides expressed regret that the Minsk agreements were implemented 

very slowly and all the time they have to return to the "zero point" - the necessity of 

establishing truce. At the same time, both Putin and Merkel stated about the absence of 

alternatives to the Minsk agreements and about the need to preserve the "Norman 

format". "You cannot make new plans without achieving the implementation of the old 

ones," Putin said. 

Negotiations on trade and economic cooperation were no less urgent. According to 

German media, Germany remains Russia's leading trading partner; increase in trade 

turnover was recorded at the beginning of this year. At the same time, Germany is the 

largest consumer of Russian gas and is on the first place in investment in the Russian 

economy, which amounts to $16 billion. As noted, in 2016 the trade turnover between 

the countries decreased by 11%, and fell to $40.7 billion. 

The sides also discussed the situation in Syria. As Putin noted, Russia stands for a 

thorough investigation of the events in Khan Shaykhun. "We strongly condemn any use 

of chemical weapons; the guilty of the death of peaceful Syrians must be found and 

punished. But this can be done only through a thorough and impartial investigation," 

V.Putin said. 

According to V.Putin, the first condition is a ceasefire, and Russia, together with its 

Turkish and Iranian partners, managed to achieve this within the framework of the 

Astana process. 
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